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COMBINED DISTRIBUTED LOADS ON RIGID-PLASTIC
CIRCULAR PLATES WITH LARGE DEFLECTIONS

NORMAN JONES*

Division of Engineering, Brown University, Providence, Rhode Island

AbstTact-A theoretical investigation into the influence ofgeometry changes on the behavior ofa simply supported
circular rigid, perfectly plastic plate subjected to two independent distributed pressures is presented herein.
The results indicate, as might be anticipated, that when finite deflections are considered such plates could support
loads greater than the corresponding collapse pressures obtained recently by Fliigge and Gerdeen [4J and Hodge
and Sun [6]. The general procedure reported could be used to study the reserve strength of circular plates having
different boundary conditions and other kinds of external loads, and could be developed further in order to
examine the influence of geometry changes on other rigid-plastic structures subjected to time-dependent or
time-independent loads.

NOTATION

H
M o
M"M9

No
N"N8

Q
R
Wo
a
b,c,d
k
m,.,me
n,.,ne
P
P
Po
q
q
r
s
t
u
w
p
o
S

Sn SrI
rr
o

plate thickness
(foH2/4
radial and circumferential bending moments per unit length
(foH
radial and circumferential membrane forces per unit length
transverse shear force per unit length of plate
outside radius of plate
deflection at center of circular plate
outer radius of surface area of plate over which pressure P acts as shown in Fig. 1
radii of various zones within the plate which are described by different parts of the yield surface
uniform distributed pressure per unit area of undeformed plate
dimensionless bending moments M./Mo, Ms/Mo
dimensionless membrane forces N./No, Ns/No
uniform distributed pressure per unit area of undeformed plate indicated in Fig. 1
p/Po
6Mo/R 2

uniform distributed pressure per unit area of undeformed plate indicated in Fig. 1
q/po
radial coordinate of plate
-k cos t/J
-ksint/J
displacement in direction r of undeformed plate
transverse deflection perpendicular to undeformed plate
b/R
c/R
aiR
radial and circumferential strains
p/R
circumferential coordinate lying in plate
radial and circumferential curvatures
radius of central zone in circular plate as defined in section 3
yield stress in simple tension
slope ofthe mid-plane ofa plate measured in a plane which passes through r = 0 and is perpendicular
to the plate surface
Wo/H
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1. INTRODUCTION

Drucker and Hopkins [1] studied the collapse of ideally-plastic circular plates subjected
to a combination of concentrated and distributed loads. This analysis, which was an
extension of Hopkins and Prager's [2] earlier work, was formulated using equilibrium
equations derived for the undeformed configuration of the plate, and therefore neglected
the influence of membrane forces which arise during deformation. Onat and Haythorn­
thwaite [3] measured the load carrying capacity of initially flat circular mild steel plates and
observed that the bending only solution of Hopkins and Prager [2J underestimated con­
siderably the load which could be supported if deflections of the order of the plate thickness
or larger were permitted. In order to explain this strengthening effect, Onat and Haythorn­
thwaite incorporated both bending moments and membrane forces in an analysis based
on the upper bound theorem of plasticity.

Recently, Fliigge and Gerdeen [4J and Hodge and Sun [5J have studied the original
problem posed by Drucker and Hopkins [1] and determined the collapse loads for a
circular plate which was subjected to a combination of uniformly distributed loads p
and q. Clearly there are an infinite number of combinations of p and q which will cause
collapse of the plate, and these can be shown to form a convex interaction curve in the
p-q plane. Combinations of p and q which lie inside this curve are safe, while those lying
on the curve itself would indicate incipient collapse. Values of p and q are not permitted
to fall outside the interaction curve for a rigid, perfectly plastic material. It may be shown
that there are seven different collapse mechanisms for the plate in the entire p-q plane.
Fliigge and Gerdeen [4] obtain some of these mechanisms by allowing portions of the
plate to remain rigid for which the corresponding generalized stresses therefore lie inside
the yield surface, while Hodge and Sun employ a mode vector as described in Ref. [6].

Now, if geometry changes of the plate during deformation are considered, then it is
clear that the plate behavior can be described by families of interaction curves in the p-q
plane, each family of which is related to a distinct spatial character of the loads, while
each curve within a family corresponds to a specific value of the deflection of the plate
measured at a convenient location. At a corner of the interaction curve, however, there
is the possibility that the deflection of the plate may not be unique, as observed by Fli.igge
and Gerdeen [4J for the case when finite deformations are suppressed.

It is the object of this article to extend the recent work of Fli.igge and Gerdeen [4]
and Hodge and Sun [5,6] on the behavior of a rigid perfectly plastic circular plate, loaded
as indicated in Fig. 1, in order to study situations when finite deflections are permitted.

2. BASIC RELATIONS

The equations of equilibrium in the tangential and transverse directions of the deformed
element shown in Fig. 2 may be written in the form [7, 8J

(1)
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rm;+2m~-m~-4n8w'/H = rk/Mo.

FIG. I. Simply supported circular plate loaded with two independent pressures p and q.
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FIG. 2. Element of a circular plate.
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If the radial displacement u = 0, then the appropriate strain and curvature rates are

and

er = w'w' and ee = 0

Kr = wlf and Ke = w'lr.

(3)

(4)

In order to achieve an analytical solution to the problem posed, the piecewise linear yield
surface proposed by Hodge [9] for a rigid, perfectly plastic material will be used in the
following work.

3. SINGLE DISTRIBUTED PRESSURE p ~ 0 FOR 0 ~ r :s; a AND q = 0

In this section let us consider in some detail the particular case of a rigid, perfectly
plastic circular plate simply supported around its outer edge and loaded with a pressure
p distributed uniformly within a central circular zone of radius a. The bending only solu­
tion for this problem may be obtained in a straightforward manner by allowing a plastic
hinge to form at the center of the plate. It appears reasonable for finite deflections, there­
fore, to attempt a solution which allows such a plastic hinge to grow into a central circular
zone, the radius p of which would increase with increase in deflection and load. Thus, the
plate can be analyzed conveniently in three separate regions: 0 ~ r :s; p, p :s; r ~ a and
a :s; r ~ R, viz.

3.1 0 ~ r :s; p
Now, since the membrane forces and bending moments are axisymmetrically distri­

buted and p > 0, then

mr = me = - 1 and nr = ne = 1

at the plate center.
If one considers the entire region 0 ~ r ~ p in this state, then it is necessary that

, rp
w =--

No

in order for the equilibrium equation (2) to be satisfied. Thus,

(5)

(6)
pr2

w = Wo-
2N

-;,

where Wo is the maximum deflection at r = O.
This solution can be shown to satisfy the other equilibrium equation (1) provided

terms of order Gr are neglected when compared with unity, an assumption which is con­
sistent with those implicit in the derivation of equations (1) and (2).

If all time rates of quantities are replaced by their derivatives with respect to Wo,
then using equations (3) and (4) and noting that dp/d Wo ~ 0, it may be shown that er ~ 0,
ee = 0, Kr :s; 0 and Ko ~ 0 which are consistent with the normality requirements associ­
ated with the selected part of the yield surface [9].
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3.2 Displacement profile

If a linear displacement profile is selected for the region p :$ r :$ R, then

w = (wo_pp2 )(R-r)
2No R-p

55

(7)

since the deflection given by equation (7) must match that predicted by equation (6) at
r = p, and w = 0 at r = R.

Furthermore, if w' is made continuous between the two regions at r = p, then it can
be shown that

which gives

w = pp (R - r) for p :$ r :$ R
No

and

where

~ = WolH

p = plpo

Po = 6MoIR 2

and

Yf = plR.

3.3 p :$ r :$ a

If the part of the yield surface [9J described by the equations

(8)

(9)

(10)

is selected for this region, then equations (2) and (8) give

i!-(r2m;) = pr
2

_ ppr,
or M o M o

the solution of which is

pp2 ppr pp3 pr2
m, = --------+---1

2Mo 2Mo 6Mor 6Mo '

(11)

(12)

where the constants of integration have been determined from the conditions m, = -1
and m; = 0 at r = p, which are demanded by the equilibrium requirements across the
circular boundary between the two zones.
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3.4 a :5: r :5: R

If the yield condition (10) and the displacement profile (8) are substituted into equation
(2), then it may be shown that

from which

(13)m =,
ppr pp3 pa3 pa2 pp2

--------+-+--1
2Mo 6Mor 3Mor 2Mo 2Mo '

where the constants of integration have been evaluated from the requirements that m,
and m~ are continuous across the circular boundary between the two regions at r = a.

Finally, the requirement that m, = 0 at r = R gives

(14)

where e = aiR.
Equation (14) reduces to

Yf = 1-(l/p)'t (15)

when e = 1, and

p - 1 when Yf = L1 = 0, (16)
- e2(3-2e)'

the value corresponding to the appropriate bending only solution of Refs. [4] and [5].
It may be shown that m~ ~ 0 at r = a provided

Yf3 + 2e3- 3Yfe2 ~ 0

which entails no restriction since 0 :5: Yf ::; 6 :5: 1, while the more limiting expression

Yf3+26 3 -3'1 ~ 0 (17)

must be satisfied in order to ensure m~ :?: 0 at r = R.
The solution to the posed problem given by equations (9) and (14) subject to the

restrictions (17) satisfies the equilibrium equations, boundary conditions, continuity
requirements and lies everywhere on the yield surface with associated strain and curvature
vectors consistent with normality. Thus the solution is exact for the yield surface selected
[9] within the framework of rigid, perfectly plastic theory which has been developed for
structures not undergoing geometry changes during deformation.

The results predicted by equations (9) and (15) are plotted in Fig. 3(a) and compared
with equation (5) of Ref. [3].

When equation (17) is not satisfied, then it is necessary to consider an additional outer
zone in order to ensure that m~ ~ 0 at r = R. Such an analysis is a straightforward extension
of the work in this section, but it is not presented here because the more general case of
two combined pressures p and q will be considered next.

4. COMBINED DISTRffiUTED PRESSURES p AND q; P ~ 0 AND q ~ 0

In this section we will consider the influence of geometry changes on the behavior of
a rigid, perfectly plastic circular plate simply supported around its outer edge and sub-



Combined distributed loads on rigid-plastic circular plates with large deflections 57

E= I
q=O

/

--- REF. [3J
I'

6 6 /
/

/
/

I' P 4
/

P 4 / /
/ /

/ /
/ /

2
/

2 /
/ /

/ /'

'"""
/'

00 00
6

2 3 2 3
6

(0) ( b)

FIG. 3. Comparison of results when q = 0 with those of Ref. (3].

jected to the combination of uniformly distributed pressures shown in Fig. L It was
indicated in section 3 that an additional outer zone must be considered when one is
interested in studying deflections, the magnitude of which would cause the inequality (17)
to be violated. In fact it is necessary to consider seven different cases or modes ofdeforma­
tion in order to complete that portion of the convex interaction curve which lies in the
positive quadrant of the p-q plane. The basic ideas which have already been developed in
section 3 can be extended easily to the loading situation under review, viz.

4.1 Case 1: p > q

When the magnitude of q is small, one might expect this analysis to be somewhat
similar to that considered already in section 3. Indeed, if the same portion of the yield
surface is used, it can be shown that

(18)

and

(19)

where

q = q!po,
provided

(20)

and

(p- q),.,(,,2 _ 3)+2pS3- 2q ~ O.

Equations (18) and (19) reduce to equations (9) and (14) when q = O.

(21)

4.2 Case 2: p > q

Case 1 no longer can be used for parameters which do not satisfy the inequality (21)
since the yield condition will be violated at the outer edge of the plate. Thus an additional
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outer zone must be considered, and for the purpose of this analysis the plate may be
divided conveniently into the three zones,

o~ r ~ p in which mr = me = -1, nr = ne = 1,

and

p ~ r ~ b in which -1 ~ mr ~ 0, me = -1, nr = ne = 1,

b ~ r ~ R throughout which mr-me = 1, nr = no = 1,

where it is assumed that 0 ~ p ~ a ~ b ~ R.
If a procedure somewhat similar to that developed previously is followed, and a

logarithmic displacement profile is used in the outer region b ~ r ~ R, then it may be
shown that

and

where

provided

and

L\ = l<P - ij)f/{2fJ(1-1og fJ) - f/}

f3 = bjR,

'13 +2e3- 3'1e2 ;::: 0,

(p-ij)'1(f/2-3f32)+2pe3-2ijf33 ;::: 0

(22)

(23)

(24)

(25)

(26)

(27)

Equations (22H27) reduce to equations (l8H21) when {3 = 1 for which equation (21)
is an equality.

4.3 Case 3 : p > q

It may be shown that an extension of Case 2 to accommodate situations when
o~ p :s; b :s; a :s; R gives

L\ = i(p-ij)'1{2{3(1-log {3)-'1}, (28)

(p - ij) ~2(IOg f3 - t) + 3'1f3log {3(1-log fJ) - ~ log {3} + ~pe2(l- 2 log e) - til = 0 (29)

and
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(31)

(32)

4.4 Case 4 : p > q

The interaction curve for positive deflections and p > q may be extended further by
allowing an outer annular portion of the plate to remain rigid. Thus, employing the piece­
wise linear yield surface [9], the plate can be divided into the three zones,

°~ r ~ p throughout which mr = mo = -1, nr = no = 1,

and

p ~ r ~ b described by - 1 ~ mr ~ 0, mo = -1, nr = no = 1,

b ~ r ~ c in which mr- mo = 1 and nr = no = 1.

The circular boundary of radius c is at the point mr = 1, mo = °and nr = no = 1 of
the yield surface [9] and the portion c ~ r S R of the plate remains rigid and is, therefore,
described by a combination of moments and forces which are allowed to lie within the
yield surface. Clearly the deflection of the plate in the region c S r ~ R must be zero, but
the moments and forces cannot have unique values if the plate is made from a rigid, per­
fectly plastic material. However, one possible relationship between the forces and moments
IS

°~ mr ~ 1,

in the zone c ~ r ~ d, and

mo = 0, nr =no=1

mr-mo = mI' nr = no = 1 and °~ m1 ~ 1

throughout the region d ~ r ~ R.
Thus, solving the equilibrium equations and satisfying the boundary conditions and

continuity requirements when using the aforementioned generalized stress profiles gives

and

where

~ = ~Jjj-ij)11(2/3log £5//3+2/3-11),

(P-ij)( -311/3+311z - ~ +/3
Z
) -1 = °

3

(p-ij)(3ez-/3z-311/3+ ~ -611/3log£5//3)-3ij(£5z-eZ) = 0,

(p-ij) {311P((lOg £5/e)z-(loge/IJ)Z)+log e/p( -311P-pz +~) -iPZ}

-iq£5z(1-2Iog£5/e)+ipez-l = 0

£5 = c/R,

(33)

(34)

(35)

(36)
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11 3 +2p3- 311p2 ~ 0

11 3 +3e2p - f33 - 311f32(1 +2 log elP) ~ O.

The suggested profile in the outer rigid zone gives

qr2
_ 2 2qb 3R

m = 1--+3qb --- for c <_ r <_ d
r R 2 r

and

(37)

(38)

(39)

(40)

Continuity of mr at r = d gives one equation between the unknowns d and mi' Thus
the solution as in Ref. [4J is arbitrary to this degree.

4.5 Case 5: q > p

One might expect that this case could be analyzed in a manner somewhat similar to
Case 1 with e = 1 when p is small. In fact using the following portions of the yield surface [9J

and

o ~ mr ~ 1,

one can show that

nr = ne = 1 for p ~ r ~ R,

and

provided

and

(41)

(42)

(43)

(44)

I~I now represents the magnitude of the vertically upwards deflection at the center of the
plate.

4.6 Case 6: p > q

Even though p > q we will now examine the situation when the applied loads cause
the plate to deflect upwards. Thus using the portion of the yield surface [9J represented
by the equations

and

mr = 1,

o~ mr ~ 1,

nr = ne = 1 for 0 :-s; r ~ b

nr = ne = 1 for b :-s; r :-s; R,
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it may be shown that

(45)

and

(46)

provided
(47)

and

(48)

In common with the work in refs. [4,5], it is necessary, in order to obtain a solution
for this case, to permit a discontinuity in dw/dr across the circular boundary between
the two regions at r = b.* However, if e is given and one assigns particular values to p
and ij, then /3 can be calculated from (45) and the corresponding value of ~ obtained
from (46).

4.7 Case 7
If the inequality (47) is not satisfied, then it is necessary to allow an inner zone 0 S r S p

of the plate to remain rigid while for

and

p S r S b, m, = 1, n, = nlJ = 1,

mlJ = 1, n, = nlJ = 1 for b S r S R.

One admissible generalized stress profile in the rigid portion is

mlJ = -m2, m2 S m, S m3, 0 S m2 S 1, 0 S m3 S 1

n, = nlJ = 1, for 0 S r S a,
and

m,-mlJ = 1-m!, n, = nlJ = 1 for a S r S p,

which gives, finally, equations (45), (46) and (48) with

/32 - '12 S 1/3ij (49)

in order to maintain m! S l.
The equations for the stress profile in the rigid region 0 S r S p of the plate are the

same as those used by Fltigge and Gerdeen [4] for the collapse mode III. These may be
shown to give finally one equation relating the parameters '1 and m2 for continuity of
m, at r = a. Thus as indicated in reference [4J and earlier for Case 4 the solution is not
unique in the rigid zone.

5. DISCUSSION

The various equations presented in sections 3 and 4 reduce when ~ = 0 to the
corresponding bending only solution of FIiigge and Gerdeen [4], while the results for

• It might be noted here that dw/dr should be continuous across a travelling hinge When finite deflections are
permitted.
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Cases 1, 2, 3, 5 and 6 with d = 0 are identical to those in reference [5]. In Cases 4 and 7
outlined in sections 4.4 and 4.7 portions of the plate were allowed to remain rigid in a
manner similar to that developed by Flligge and Gerdeen [4J while as mentioned previously,
Hodge and Sun [6J employed a mode vector approach in order to complete the inter­
action curve.

The predictions of the theoretical analysis outlined here are plotted in Figs. 3(a) and
3(b) for the particular cases in which e = 1 and e = 0·75 when q = 0 and compared with
the approximate upper bound solution of Gnat and Haythornthwaite [3]. The latter [3J
disregarded any radial strain which might arise during deformation and allowed the plate
to slide over the supports.

It is clear from Fig. 4, which is plotted using the predictions of section 4, that the
interaction curve expands with increase in the allowable center deflection (d) of the plate.
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FIG. 4. The influence of finite-deflections on the interaction curve for a simply supported rigid-plastic
circular plate subjected to two independent pressures p and q.

This phenomenon, as discussed previously in section 1, is due to the action of membrane
forces which are introduced when changes in geometry occur. The plate remains rigid
for combinations of the loads pand q which lie within the convex interaction curve d = 0,
while combinations lying on the curve d = 0 indicate incipient collapse according to the
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bending only theory [4,5]. It is relevant to remark here that the interaction curves for
A = AI, where Al > 0 imply, of course, that upon removal of the loads which produced
a deflection A = AI, the plate remains permanently deformed with a maximum deflection
of the magnitude AI. Upon reloading along the previous proportional loading path,
however, the plate remains rigid until subjected to the same combination of loads which
produced originally the deflection AI' It is important to emphasize here that the curves
A > 0 should be thought of as initial proportional loading curves only because reloading
introduces complications for any other than the simple case just discussed.

Now all the various solutions presented here satisfy the equilibrium equations, boundary
conditions, continuity requirements and have generalized stresses which lie everywhere
on or within the yield surface, with associated strain-rate and curvature-rate vectors
consistent with the requirements of normality. Thus the solutions are exact for the yield
surface selected [9J within the framework of the rigid, perfectly plastic theory which has
been developed for structures not undergoing geometry changes during deformation.
However, the same comments noted in the conclusion of Onat and Haythornthwaite [3J
concerning the fact that the assumed shape of the deflected plate may not coincide with
the most favorable profile developed by an actual plate apply equally here. Furthermore, in
order to make the problem tractable, the piecewise linear four dimensional yield surface of
Hodge [9J was used rather than the exact one of Onat and Prager [IOJ. This approximate
yield surface circumscribes the exact one, while another 0·618 times as large would inscribe
it. It is assumed that the true behavior lies somewhere between the solutions obtained
from these two yield surfaces. Intuitively, one might expect this to be reasonable, but there
is no guarantee that the displacement at a point on a structure does lie between the results
obtained from these two yield surfaces because a linearization of the yield surface in­
variably restricts response due to the normality requirements. Naturally, these latter
comments apply equally well to all analyses using piecewise linear approximations of the
exact yield surface.

It was assumed when deriving the sections of the interaction curve described by Cases 4
and 7 that certain portions of the plate remained rigid and were therefore described by
combinations of generalized stresses which lay within the yield surface. Clearly, when a
plate is made from a rigid, perfectly plastic material, the generalized stresses which lie
within the rigid zones do not have unique values. It may be necessary for certain para­
meters to use different generalized stress profiles within the rigid zones to those suggested
in sections 4.4 and 4.7. Nevertheless the equations for the interaction curves would remain
unchanged.

The importance of material strain-hardening, for the cases in which no hinges form,
could be examined in a manner similar to that developed in ref. [11]. However, the
influence of this additional parameter might be expected to be small because of the small
strain assumptions incorporated in the present theory.

6. CONCLUSIONS

A theoretical study of the behavior of a simply supported rigid, perfectly plastic circular
plate subjected to two independent distributed pressures is presented here for the case
when geometry changes are permitted. The results indicate clearly that the plate could
support pressures greater than those obtained recently by Fltigge and Gerdeen [4] and
Hodge and Sun [5,6J when the influence of geometry changes is disregarded.
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It should prove straightforward to extend the work reported here in order to examine
the reserve strength of plates with different boundary conditions and subjected to other
kinds of external loads. In fact this general procedure has been used already to study the
dynamic behavior of rigid-plastic circular plates [8] and could be developed further in
order to examine the influence of finite-deflections on the behavior of other rigid-plastic
structures subjected to time-dependent or time-independent loads.
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A6cTpaKT-npHBO)lHTCH TeOpeTH'leCKOe HCCJlenOBaHHe BnJHIHI1H H3MeHeHI1H reOMeTpHH Ha I10BeileHl1e
cBo6oilHO OilepTblX, KpyrJlblX, lKeCTKO I1neaJlbHO nJlaCTI1'leCKHX nJlaCTI1HOK, nOABeplKeHHblX AByM He3a­
I1CI1MO pacnreneJleHHblM AaBJleHHHM. Pe3YJlbTaTbi YKa3bIBaIOT, KaK MOlKHO 6blJlO OlKHAaTb, 'lTO npH y'leTe
KOHe'lHbIX nporH6oB TaKl1e nJlaCTHHKH MoryT nepeHOCHTb 60JlbWYlO Harpy3Ky 'leM COOTBeTcTBylOlUHe
naBJleHHH npH pa3pyweHIUl, nOJle'leHHble HenaBHO $JllOrreM H nlKepnl1HOM [4] H XonlKeM H CaHoM [6].
YKa3aHHblH 061llHli cnoc06 MOlKHO HCI10Jlb30BaTh AllH HCCllenOBaHHH 3aI1HCa npO'lHOCTH Kpyrnblx l111a­
CTIUIOK, o6nanYlOIllHx pa3HblMH rpaHH'lHhIMH yCJIOBHHMH H npyrHMH pOnaMH BHelllHblX HarpY30K. naJIee
MOlKllO )TOT cnoco6 pa3BHTh llJIH HcnhlTaHHH BJIHHHHH H3MeHeHHlt reOMeTpHH npyrHx lKeCTKO-I1JlaCTI1'lC
CKHX KOHCTPYKUHM, nOll.BCPlKCHHbIX Harpy3Ke, 3aBlfClIlUeM 11 He3aBI1CHlllel{ OT BpeMeHH.


